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Suggested Africa Reading List 


A series about a lady detective, by Alexander McCall Smith
Re: à la Agatha Christie, a black woman detective in contemporary Botswana (insights into current culture, etc.).  Will put a smile on your face. 

The No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency (Note: won Today Show Book of the Month)
The Tears of the Giraffe
Morality for Beautiful Girls
The Kalahari Typing School for Men
The Full Cupboard of Life – and more in the series follow!

A Lion in the Bedroom
Re: Biography – the fabulous life of an heiress who couldn’t say no to ‘a lion in the bedroom’.

A Primate’s Memoir, by Robert Sapolsky
	Re: a 21 year study of a troop of baboons in Kenya. Serious science 	interwoven with wry commentary about living in Africa

A Story Like the Wind and A Far-Off Place, by Laurens van der Post

An African Experience: Wildlife Art and Adventure in Kenya, by Simon Combes

African Visions, by Mirella Ricciardi
	Re: Large size photo book, peppered with notes about Mirella’s life.

African Laughter, Four visits to Zimbabwe by Doris Lessing
	Re: A highly personal story about returning to her African roots by the 	eminent British writer


All For Nothing? My Life Remembered by CG Tracey
Memoir of a farmer, entrepreneur, businessman, sanctions-buster through the
many unsettled years of Zimbabwe’s history.

Child of Happy Valley: A Memoir, by Juanita Carberry

Creatures of Habit: Understanding African Mammal Behavior, by Peter Apps and Richard Du Toit

Cry of the Kalahari and Eye of the Elephant by Delia and Mark Owens
	Re: Surviving in the Kalahari (Botswana); Managing a game park in 	Zambia

Cry, the Beloved Country, by Alan Paton
	Re: The most famous and important novel in South Africa's history, and an immediate worldwide bestseller when it was published in 1948, Alan Paton's impassioned novel about a black man's country under white man's law is a work of searing beauty.

Dangerous Beauty, Life and Death in Africa: True Stories from a Safari Guide, by Mark C. Ross

Dark Star Safari, by Paul Theroux
	Re: In Dark Star Safari the wittily observant and endearingly irascible Paul Theroux takes readers the length of Africa by rattletrap bus, dugout canoe, cattle truck, armed convoy, ferry, and train. In the course of his epic and enlightening journey, he endures danger, delay, and dismaying circumstances.

Don’t Let’s Go To the Dogs Tonight, Scribbling the Cat, Cocktail Hour under the Tree of Forgetfulness by Alexandra Fuller
	Re: First: a contemporary childhood memoir, set primarily in Zimbabwe.  Second: an emotionally gripping tale of sorting out the aftermath of the Zimbabwe war
	Third – family memoir, with focus on her mother, from Kenya, to post-independent Zimbabwe to Zambia

Elephant Memories: Thirteen Years in the Life of an Elephant Family, by Cynthia Moss
	Re: Cynthia Moss has studied the elephants in Kenya's Amboseli National Park for over twenty-seven years. Her long-term research has revealed much of what we now know about these complex and intelligent animals. Here she chronicles the lives of the members of the T families led by matriarchs Teresia, Slit Ear, Torn Ear, Tania, and Tuskless.

Explorations and Adventures in Equatorial Africa by Paul du Chaillu
	Re: First white explorer in Gabon, very good read even though it is dated 	from  mid 1800’s and has obvious biases.  Good drawings of wildlife and a 	very good map.

Eye of the Elephant, by Delia and Mark Owens
	Re: Managing a game park in Zambia

Facing Mount Kenya, by Jomo Kenyatta
	Re: Besides its continuing value for an understanding of the problems of Kenya, Facing Mount Kenya has an enduring place in the literature of social anthropology.

Gorillas in the Mist by Dian Fossey
	Re: Her own story of life and work with gorillas in the remote forests of the 		volcanic Virunga Mountains

Horn of Africa, by Philip Caputo
	Re: When Vietnam veteran and foreign correspondent Charlie Gage is recruited by the shadowy Thomas Colfax to assist with something called Operation Atropos, he has no idea he is about to be enlisted for guerilla warfare in northeast Africa. Once he realizes he’s a mercenary, however, he is not at all concerned.

I Dreamed of Africa, by Kuki Gallman
	Re: Contemporary autobiography of starting a ranch in Kenya

If a Lion Could Talk: Animal Intelligence and the Evolution of Consciousness
by David Budiansky
	Re: In this superb book, Stephen Budiansky poses the fundamental question: "What is intelligence?" His answer takes us on the ultimate wildlife adventure to animal consciousness. 

Isak Dinesen: Life of a Storyteller, by Judith Thruman
	Re: Biography

Jock of the Bushveld, by Percy Fitzpatrick
	Re: A man and his beloved dog, in the Transvaal at the beginning of the 	1900’s

King Leopald’s Ghost by Adam Hochschild
	Re: A harrowing account of the creation of the Belgium Congo and the brave 	individuals who, as they exposed the horrors perpetrated by King Leopold, 		became runners of the first great human rights movement.
	Reads like a novel.

Long Walk to Freedom, by Nelson Mandela
	Re: Nelson Mandela is one of the great moral and political leaders of our time: an international hero whose lifelong dedication to the fight against racial oppression in South Africa won him the Nobel Peace Prize and the presidency of his country. Since his triumphant release in 1990 from more than a quarter-century of imprisonment, Mandela has been at the center of the most compelling and inspiring political drama in the world.

Lords and Lemurs, by Alison Jolly
	Re:  History of the de Heaulme family the Berenty Reserve in southern 	Madagascar

Malaria Dreams, by Stuart Stevens
	Re: Adventure travel across Africa, contemporary

Mukiwa, by Peter Godwin
	Re: Growing up in Zimbabwe in the 1960s, through the civil war

The Fear by Peter Godwin
	Re: An account of the 2008 elections in Zimbabwe. Peter Godwin relates the stories behind the facts of this brutal political time with a personal narrative.

My Traitor’s Heart, by Rian Malan
	Re: A classic of literary nonfiction, My Traitor's Heart has been acclaimed as a masterpiece by readers around the world. Rian Malan is an Afrikaner, scion of a centuries-old clan and relative of the architect of apartheid, who fled South Africa after coming face-to-face with the atrocities and terrors of an undeclared civil war between the races. This book is the searing account of his return after eight years of uneasy exile.

Nine Faces of Kenya and The Flame Trees of Thika by Elspeth Huxley
	Re: Classic anthology about colonial East Africa and autobiography

No Man’s Land, by John Hemingway
	Re: Contemporary, a personal journey into Africa

No Room in the Ark, The White Nile, The Blue Nile, by Alan Moorhead

Not Yet Uhuru - The Autobiography of Oginga Odinga
	Re: Throughout the book Odinga elucidates how difficult it can be for leaders who are fighting for freedom to placate the opposition

Orphans of Tsavo, by Daphne Sheldrick (note: out of print – Amazon may have) 	Re: This the story of a remarkable woman-Daphne Sheldrick - and her remarkable life in the wild bushlands of Tsavo National park in Kenya.

Out of Africa, by Isak Dinesen, pen name used by the Danish author Baroness Karen von Blixen-Finecke.
	Re: Karen Blixen’s life and times in Kenya

Out of the Midday Sun and The Flame Trees of Thika : Memories of an African Childhood, by Elspeth Huxley
	Re: Life in Kenya, in the 1930s

Raising Daisy Rothschild, by Betty and Jock Leslie-Melville
Re: Raising baby giraffe in Kenya, in the 1970s. Very humorous andinteresting. Note: may be out of print. Try Amazon.

Running Wild, Dispelling the Myths of the African Wild Dog, by John McNutt
	Re: Wild dogs were once treated as vermin in African game reserves and shot on sight. Only recently have conservationists halted this indiscriminate slaughter, but they are almost too late to save this magnificent African carnivore. The photographs and text in this book closely document the life of a pack of dogs living in the Moremi Wildlife Reserve in northern Botswana.

Serengeti Shall Not Die by Bernhard & Michael Grzimek
	Re: The story of the threat to this last strong-hold of African game

Short Stories, by Herman Charles Bosman
	Re: Herman Charles Bosman is widely regarded as South Africa's greatest short-story writer. 

Smithers’ Mammals of Southern Africa, by Reay Smithers
	Re: First published in 1986, Smithers’ Mammals is an authoritative and popular guide to the mammals of Southern Africa. This revised and updated edition incorporates the latest information brought to light by molecular genetics, while remaining accessible to the layperson and handy in the field.

Speak to the Earth, by Vivienne De Watteville
	Re: Vivienne’s travels (as a single white woman) through Kenya in 	1928/29. Wonderful adventures interspersed with lovely contemplations.
 Note: may be out of print

Striving for the Wind, by Meja Mwangi
	Re: Set in Kenya, this portrayal of post-colonial decadence features the newly wealthy black landowner, Baba Pesa, who clashes with his family, friends and neighbours as he attempts to gain financial dominance of his region.

The Art of Being an Elephant, by Christine &Michael Denis-Huot – a coffee table book with great photos, also very good, informative text.

The Aye-Aye and I, by Gerald Durrell
           Re: A classically hilarious Durrell tale of searching for Aye-Aye in Madagascar

The Courtney Novels, by Wilbur Smith
	Re: The 'Courtney' novels trace the fortunes, and misfortunes, of this sprawling, ambitious family, from the dawn of the eighteenth century to the late twentieth century in South Africa

	When the Lion Feeds
	The Sound of Thunder
	A Sparrow Falls
	The Burning Shore	
	Power of the Sword
	Rage
	A Time to Die
	Golden Fox
	Birds of Prey
	Monsoon
	Blue Horizon
	The Triumph of the Sun
	Assegai
	

The Eighth Continent, by Peter Tyson
            Re: A naturalist’s take on Madagascar

The End of the Game, by Peter Beard
	Re: Peter Beard lived on land adjoining the farm of Karen Blixen (Isak Dinesen) in Kenya. There he began a special relationship with Karen and with the people and animals of the continent. Here he documents the history and future of African wildlife, focusing on the widespread destruction of the African elephant.

The Green Belt Movement: Sharing the Approach and Experience by Wangari Maathai 
	Re: The work of the Green Belt Movement and the philosophical motivations 	behind it by female Kenyan Nobel Peace Prize laureate.

The Horn of the Hunter: The Story of an African Hunt and Something of Value, by Robert Ruark

The Leopards of Londolozi, by Lex Hes
	Re: Stunning photography, interspersed with text describing leopard 	observations over a period of time

The Lightening Bird, by Lyall Watson
	Re: African adventure of a lone Englishman who survived unarmed in the African jungle and was instructed in the secrets of a witch doctor.

The Lunatic Express and Battle for the Bundu: the First World War in East Africa, by Charles Miller

The Power of One, by Bryce Courtney
	Re: Growing up in South Africa, WW II era

The Scramble for Africa, by Thomas Pakenham
	Re: Absorbing and meticulously researched, this in-depth history of the Victorian land grab in Africa includes excellent portraits of the egomaniacal personalities who overran the continent.

The Shackled Continent: Power, Corruption and African Lives, by Robert Guest
	Re: Former Africa editor for The Economist, Robert Guest addresses the troubled continent's thorniest problems: war, AIDS, and above all, poverty. Newly updated with a preface that considers political and economic developments of the past six years, The Shackled Continent is engrossing, highly readable, and as entertaining as it is tragic.

The Shadow of Kilimanjaro, by Rick Ridgeway
	Re: a contemporary account of walking from Mt. Kilimanjaro, through Tsavo 	Park, to the Indian Ocean

The Tree Where Man Was Born, by Peter Matthiessen
	Re: A vivid portrait of East Africa, enthralling in its masterful detail on nature and daily life. 

The White Rhino Hotel, Café on the Nile and The Devil’s Oasis, by Bartle Bull
	Re: A trilogy, following from late colonial days through WWI

The Wilderness Guardian: A Practical Handbook, by Tim Corfield
	Re: A soup to nuts handbook of how to do everything in the bush from 	making soap to delivering a baby

The Zanzibar Chest, by Aidan Hartley
	Re: Contemporary memoir by a reporter/writer, chronicling his writing and 	family history

Trader Horn, by Alfred Aloysius Horn
	Re: Charming tale of a young man as an early trader in West Africa

White Mischief, by James Fox
	Re: True story about a murder solved among the early British elite in Kenya

Victoria Falls & Surrounds, The Insider’s Guide by Ian Michler
	Re: A gorgeously illustrated book covering the history, culture and nature of 	the Zambezi, with suggested excursions

Botswana, the Bradt Safari Guide* by Chris McIntyre
	Re: Comprehensive coverage of history, flora, fauna and practicalities

Twenty Chickens for a Saddle by Robyn Scott
	Re: A biography/memoir of an unconventional childhood in Botswana

Whatever you do, don’t run by Peter Allison
	Re: Captivating tales of wildlife, camps and the life of a safari guide – an 	informative, funny introduction to Botswana.

Culture Smart! Botswana by Michael Main
	Re: A concise, well-illustrated and practical guide to local customs and 	culture

More Recent Suggestions:

Hyena Nights and Kalahari Days by Gus and Margie Mills
	Re: In this fascinating account of scientific study among forbidding wilderness, a husband-and-wife team describes their trek to the Kalahari to study the little-known brown hyena.

The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver 
	Re: Set in the Belgian Congo. A missionary brings his wife and 4 daughters to a remote village to try and convert the natives. An excellent piece of fiction and an especially good read for anyone interested in volunteering in Africa.




A Bend in the River by Nobel Prize winner V.S Naipaul 
	Re: Based on Idi Amin's Uganda and follows the story of an Indian merchant trying to survive the political and economic turbulence of a newly independent East African country. 

Lonely Planet - Africa
	Re: Get quality travel information about every African country including maps, history, accommodations, sights, health and much more. Some individual country guides like that for Ghana and Malawi are better served by the Bradt series – see above*, so shop around if you are heading to just one country.

Dark Safari (The Legend behind Henry Morton Stanley) by John Bierman 
	Re: Excellent account of the Victorian explorer, Stanley, a reporter commissioned by The New York Herald to find David Livingstone who was lost somewhere in Africa searching for the source of the Nile. 

The Last Resort: A Memoir of Zimbabwe by Douglas Rogers
	Re: Thrilling, heartbreaking, and, at times, absurdly funny, The Last Resort is a remarkable true story about one family in a country under siege and a testament to the love, perseverance, and resilience of the human spirit. 

The Elephant Whisperer: My Life with the Herd in the African Wild by Lawrence Anthony
	Re: When South African conservationist Lawrence Anthony was asked to accept a herd of "rogue" wild elephants on his Thula Thula game reserve in Zululand, his common sense told him to refuse. But Anthony took them in. And as he battled to create a bond with the elephants, he came to realize that they had a great deal to teach him about life, loyalty, and freedom. 

The Last Rhinos by Lawrence Anthony and Graham Spence

Life on Lawrence Anthony's game reserve, Thula Thula, is rarely dull, what with spitting cobras endangering his rangers and the unpredictable behaviour of his herd of elephants. But at least his orphaned rhino Heidi is calm around people, and a favourite of staff and guests alike. Until she is brutally slaughtered for her horn. Furious and heartsick, Lawrence heads off to track down the poachers, but also embarks on a bid to save the Congo's last few northern white rhino from extinction. The Last Rhinos is a sometimes funny, sometimes moving, always gripping read.

An African Love Story: Love, Life and Elephants by Daphne Sheldrick

A typical day for Daphne involves rescuing baby elephants from poachers; finding homes for orphan elephants, all the while campaigning the ever-present threat of poaching for the ivory trade.
An African Love Story is the incredible memoir of her life. It tells two stories. The first is the Tsavo years, and the extraordinary love story that blossomed when the young Daphne moved to Tsavo with her first husband and fell head over heels with both the park and its famous warden, David Sheldrick. 

Growing Up in Africa by Les and Genny Nuckolls

Africa is a land of mystery, of jungles, of exotic animals and vast deserts. And for Alicia and Annie, it is a land of surprises. When their father accepts a position at a small African college, the two girls find they are in for a world of adventure - if they can survive.
Growing up in Africa is full of tales and truths that no reader will ever forget.

Mozambique Mysteries by Lisa St Aubin de Teran

Mozambique Mysteries is about turning fifty and finding a new direction. Lisa St Aubin de Terán travelled to Mozambique and, for the first time in her much-travelled life, felt at home - in a place ‘so remote that few have visited it since the time of Vasco da Gama’. She set up a school and, together with her niece, the Terán Foundation. From the acclaimed author of THE HACIENDA, Mozambique Mysteries is a story of new beginnings in a country of contrasts and challenges - her most inspiring story yet.

After the Rains by Emily Barroso

After the Rains is an adventurous, dramatic coming of age novel set in post-colonial Rhodesia that parallels the coming of age of fictional Jayne Cameron with that of post-colonial Rhodesia as it morphs into the free Zimbabwe. 

This is a powerful, gripping read that is ultimately redemptive for Jayne, written by an author whose own early life was affected by similar themes. Emily Barroso has been compared to writers such as Alexandra Fuller (Don’t Let’s Go To the Dogs Tonight).


When Rain Clouds Gather & Maru by Bessie Head and Helen Oyeyemi

When Rainclouds Gather: Escaping South Africa and his troubled past, Makehaya crosses the border to Botswana, in the hope of leading a peaceful, purposeful life. In the village of Golema Mmidi he meets Gilbert, a charismatic Englishman who is trying to modernise farming methods to benefit the community.  
Maru: Margaret, an orphan from a despised tribe, has lived her life under the loving protection of a missionary’s wife. She has only to open her mouth to cause confusion, for her education and English accent do not fit her looks. When she accepts her first teaching post, in a remote village, Margaret is befriended by Dikeledi, sister of Maru the chief-in-waiting. 

Sources:

www.amazon.com (note: try amazon.com.uk for some of the books not available at Amazon.com)

www.jamesthin.co.uk/ (James Thin Booksellers, Edinburgh, Scotland)

www.longitudebooks.com (they specialize in destinations, nature & exploration.) USA 800-342-2164

http://www.goodreads.com/

Lonely Planet

With grateful thanks to Anne Wesp and Sherrye Henry for their contributions. 

Any further suggestions/feedback would be gratefully received. Please send to laura@johnstevenssafaris and your comments may be featured on our website! We’d love to hear from you.
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