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MONEY MATTERS

What to bring
Generally speaking, you’ll want to bring a mixture of different payment methods—cash for exchange and incidentals, a couple of cards, and maybe a few traveller’s cheques as a last resort—so that you’ll be prepared for any situation. However, Africa is still much more reliant on cash than many other places in the world. For this reason bringing a sufficient reserve of US cash to pay for incidentals and expenses is strongly recommended. Credit cards are not as widely accepted in Africa as in the U.S. 

This is not to say that a credit card won’t be useful on this adventure—in some situations it will—but you cannot rely on a credit card the same way that you would in the U.S. or in Europe. 
Some banks accept traveller’s cheques and most major credit cards. Some hotels and lodges accept traveller’s cheques but only some credit cards, e.g. Visa, American Express and MasterCard. Credit cards and traveller’s cheques will attract bank charges so, wherever possible, cash is recommended. 

Cash is more readily exchanged and accepted than cards or traveller's cheques, and sometimes commands a better exchange rate. Cash is also a better choice for rural or undeveloped areas where ATMs and credit card machines are scarce. 

So we know that bringing cash is a good idea—does that mean US dollars or local currency?

You can change some money at the airport when you first arrive. In some countries, like Zimbabwe, you do not need to exchange money at all—you can use US dollars. 
Whether exchanging for local currency or paying in U.S. dollars, you should know that smaller US bills in good condition are strongly preferred. Even the smallest tear can cause a bill to be rejected. Torn bills, dirty bills, or bills with handwriting on them will not be accepted, not even by banks. U.S. bills that are older than the year 2000 are not accepted. 
How much money will I need?

Most of the camps and lodges we visit are on a full board basis, and as park fees are included in the price of your safari, unless otherwise stated, you will only need money for extras such as some drinks, tips, extra excursions and personal purchases/souvenirs. 

Please consider a ‘money belt’ as a useful, lightweight accessory in which to safely store your money and passport.

TIPPING / GRATUITIES
Tipping is an integral part of African life, and tips are expected for services that you might take for granted at home. However tipping is only recommended if you are satisfied with the service you have received and is entirely at your own discretion – it is not compulsory.

So that you do not spend your safari tipping or even worrying about tipping, most lodges and camps now suggest that you pay into a communal tipping box at the end of your stay, which they will distribute fairly among the staff. If in doubt, however, just ask your hosts. 

Below are some further guidelines. (These figures represent suggested minimum amounts - if you receive exceptional service, a greater tip is always appreciated!)

Camp, Lodge and Safari Guides

At the end of your stay at a private game lodge or camp, most guests will want to tip both the safari guide and the tracker. Plan to give within a range of US$15 – US$20 from the group per day to the guide in a shared vehicle and not much less to the tracker. 

The General Safari Camp/Lodge Staff
Recommend about US$5 - $15 per guest per day, depending on the size of the group. This would be put in the communal tipping box to be distributed equally amongst all the staff at a later stage.

Hotel Staff

Please allow between US$1 and US$2 per guest per day for hotel staff, i.e. housekeeping, etc.

Porterage

Recommend US$1 per person per movement.

Mekoro or Canoe Paddlers and Trackers

Recommend US$5 per guest per day.

All tips are normally given at the end of your stay. Envelopes for tips can normally be found either in your suite's stationery set or in the camp lounge. The general staff tip box can usually be found near the bar. Including a personal thank-you note for your ranger and tracker along with the tip is a wonderful way to thank them for the key contribution they make to your safari experience and is always deeply appreciated! 

