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Useful Safari Information Kenya

About Kenya

Kenya has some of the world’s most magnificent wildlife parks, unsullied beaches, thriving coral reefs, memorable mountainscapes and ancient Swahili cities. The Swahili word “safari” (literally, journey) wouldn't mean much to most people if it weren’t for this East African adventure land. 

Time:  Kenya is GMT plus 3 hours.  For an accurate calculation please visit http://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/ and search for Nairobi, Kenya. 

Communications:  
Kenya enjoys good telephone and email communications. Most camps and lodges we visit have good radio communications and many have cellphone networks.

Voltage:  Voltage in Kenya is 220-240V AC and most plugs are the English standard square pin variety.

Language:  The official language is English. The national language is Kiswahili.

Politics:  Kenya is a multi-party democracy. Since gaining independence from the United Kingdom in 1963, Kenya has enjoyed relative peace and stability. After controversial election results in 2007, a power sharing agreement was signed by President Kibaki of the Party of National Unity (PNU) and Odinga of the Orange Democratic Movement.

Climate:  Temperatures rarely fall below 24 Celsius during the day and 10 Celsius during the night. Except on the coast, the humidity is low and temperatures are usually very comfortable countrywide. The “Rainy Seasons” usually occur in the months of April, May and November. 

Currency:  The unit of currency is the Kenya Shilling, which is divided into 100 cents. There are no restrictions on the movement of currency into or out of Kenya.

Before your Trip
Entering & Exiting Kenya

A valid passport is required for entry into Kenya.

Visa requirements vary. Please check with your nearest Kenyan Embassy or Consulate well in advance for up-to-date information. Alternatively, visit the www.kenyaembassy.com website for the most current information provided by the Kenyan Government.

Visas are needed by most nationals and are mostly available on arrival at Jomo Kenyatta Airport for $US50 (cash) per passport. Passengers must hold a return/onward ticket and sufficient funds.  Any departure taxes should be included on your ticket.

Residents of the following countries may consult these websites for up-to-date information:

USA: www.travel.state.gov Of special interest is the section “Consular Information Sheets.”

Australia:  www.smarttraveller.gov.au 

UK www.fco.gov.uk 

Canada www.voyage.gc.ca 

Health Requirements and Recommendations

From time to time, certain vaccinations are mandatory for entry into Kenya e.g. yellow fever when coming in from Egypt/India/Ethiopia, etc (please also check for vaccinations required for those coming in from South Africa). Please check with your nearest Kenyan Embassy or Consulate well in advance for up-to-date information. Alternatively, visit the www.kenyaembassy.com website for current information provided by the Kenya Government.

Malaria is endemic to Kenya and malaria protection is essential. Please remember that the best protection against malaria is prevention, so mosquito repellent is advised for the early morning and evenings when mosquitoes are at their most active. Long trousers, socks and long-sleeved shirts are advisable in the evening. Do not forget to take the tablets prescribed both before arrival and for the specified length of time on your return. This latter information is especially important. For up-to-date and appropriate information on malaria in Kenya and for the correct medication to take, please consult: http://www.who.int/ith/en/ or your local doctor. On the WHO site, there is a special section devoted to malaria, indicating in which areas the disease is resistant to certain types of prophylaxis. 

All visitors to Kenya are advised to take anti-malarial tablets beginning one week before arrival and continuing for at least four weeks after departure.  Please bring your own supply, as many of these prophylactics are often in short supply and difficult to get whilst on safari. Please consult your own doctor, specialist centre for tropical diseases, or the above noted website for up-to-date information on a variety of medications to prevent malaria and other tropical diseases in Kenya.

If you are on any medication please bring sufficient supplies with you and inform us of any medical conditions that you may suffer that may trouble you during your trip. In order to record any important medical information we will be sending you a pre-safari questionnaire just prior to your safari.
Insurance

Travel, Property and Medical

Anyone coming on safari with John Stevens Guided Safaris Africa must obtain his or her own comprehensive holiday and medical insurance. While we take every care of you and your property, we cannot be held responsible for any accidents, injury, or illness that may occur or for loss or damage to baggage. We therefore advise that you and your property be fully covered by insurance and it is advisable to have separate baggage and ticket insurance. We strongly recommend Trip Cancellation insurance.

As part of our pre-safari questionnaire mentioned above we will be asking you to give us your medical policy number and emergency contact details.

Special Requirements

On the pre-safari questionnaire we will be asking you to send us any special requirements you may have, dietary or otherwise, so that we can do our best to accommodate them. When doing a mobile safari it is vital to give us this information early as only a limited amount of stock can be carried.

Money

Most of the camps and lodges we visit are on a full board basis, and as park fees are included in the price of your safari, unless otherwise stated, you will only need money for extras such as some drinks, tips, extra excursions and personal purchases. For general currency information including up to date exchange rate, we suggest you consult the following site: www.xe.com 

Kenya Shillings can be obtained on arrival at the airport. We advise that you only change a small amount of money. US dollars are generally acceptable (much more so than Sterling and Euros). Large US cash denominations may be difficult to use so we advise you to bring a selection of smaller notes. We also suggest that you do not bring bank notes older than 2000; notes issued in 1996 are particularly difficult to use.  Please consider a ‘money belt’ as a useful, lightweight accessory in which to safely store your money and passport.

Banks accept travellers’ cheques and most major credit cards. Hotels and lodges accept travellers’ cheques but only some credit cards, e.g. Visa and MasterCard. Credit cards and travellers cheques will attract bank charges so wherever possible cash is recommended. 

Tipping
Tipping is traditionally offered if you are happy with the service and is always enthusiastically received. As a general rule of thumb, around $ 5 - 10 per person  (guest) per day would be shared amongst all the camp staff. Driver/guides can be tipped separately, at about $15 – 20 from the group.  

Gifts

We do our best to have as little impact as possible on the local culture. Furthermore, the best of intentions can unfortunately teach children the demeaning benefits of begging. As a result we generally advise against giving gifts randomly. 
If you do want to make a contribution then basic educational items are best, but again these are better presented to local schools or elders for appropriate use. We can arrange this for you. 

Please visit our community page, for more ideas on community support/involvement - http://www.johnstevenssafaris.com/community.php

Reference Books 

The camps and lodges will have an array of up-to-date reference books on animals, birds, and trees. You may have an absolute favourite, or an up-to-the minute iPod with birdcalls, which you cannot live without. Please remember the luggage weight allowance of 15 kg and bring only the most essential.

For further general country information – visit http://www.MagicalKenya.com/
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