SAFARI WEATHER AND CLIMATE

East Africa (Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda):

The weather in Kenya and Tanzania is fairly consistent. The dry months are from June right through to October, with a rainy season on each side – from mid March through to May and then usually from mid October until mid December. Rain can occur even in the driest months in this region, and heavy rains occur frequently here from April to May. Short rains occur in November. 

In Africa, the rain tends to come after a build-up of heat and usually comes as a great relief, with a lot of dramatic thunder and lightening – very exciting! After, the sun comes out again quite soon… the world is washed clean and fresh, the smell is incredible and the sun dries up the ground.

Temperatures in both Kenya and Tanzania typically range from comfortably warm to hot, although evenings can be surprisingly cool. Average daytime temperatures are around 70 – 80 degrees Fahrenheit/21 – 26 degrees Celsius.

During June, July, and August it will be quite cold at the Ngorongoro Crater due to the altitude, with temperatures reaching freezing in the night. 

Uganda is blessed with holiday weather all year round as it is, like Kenya, situated right on the equator. Temperatures average about 80 degrees Fahrenheit or 26 degrees Celsius during the day and 60 degrees Fahrenheit or 16 degrees Celsius at night. The hottest months are from December to February.

With the scarcity of water during the dry seasons, the animals tend to gather in more concentrated numbers around water sources, so they are easier to find. The vegetation is also less green and thick, which means that viewing animals is easier.

Good times to go!

Kenya
The best time to go on safari in Kenya is when the annual migration of millions of wildebeest and zebras descend on the Mara plains with predators close behind - from July to October. Another good time to visit Kenya is during the dry season - January through to March. 

Tanzania
In Tanzania, the best time to go on safari is probably when the migration has moved north in February – March, the time when the wildebeest and zebra have their young and predators are plentiful, too. 
June to November is Tanzania's dry season and is the best time to visit, unless you want to catch the migration specifically, since the animals tend to gather around the permanent waterholes at this time.

Uganda
Most people who visit Uganda with us do so to see the Mountain Gorillas – the best times of year to go are during the dry seasons, from December through to March or June through to September. Avoid the months of March, April, October and November, when rains are heavy and trekking will be difficult.

Southern Africa (Botswana, Namibia, Zambia and Zimbabwe): 

Generally, southern Africa’s climate is as near perfect as you can imagine. The dry season daytime temperatures average 70 - 80 degrees Fahrenheit/21 – 26 degrees Celsius for much of the year. 
During the winter period from May through to August the minimum temperatures at night, in some areas, can drop to freezing or below - but by mid-morning temperatures are warm enough for shorts and a short sleeved shirt and the winter sun is very pleasant. 

The rains occur each year during the period from November through to March, and the dry season extends from April through to October. 

In general, safaris are best enjoyed during the period April through October each year (although October can be very hot).

(*See notes on Hwange National Park and Botswana – singled out because of extremes in temperature and FYI) 

Good times to go!

Zambia
The best time to enjoy Zambia's wildlife is from September through to mid-November, which is the end of the dry season. April to September is also a good time to go.

Zimbabwe
July to October is the best time to go to Zimbabwe's excellent wildlife parks, especially Hwange, the largest game reserve in the country. (See notes re Hwange and Zimbabwe’s climate).

White water rafting on the Zambezi is best from August to December when the water is low and the rapids are fast.

The Victoria Falls are at their most impressive in March and April after the rainy season. You will get totally soaked with the thunderous spray coming off the falls at this time of year, but will be provided with rain jackets! The entire scope of the falls is best viewed when the water level is lowest, at the end of the hot, dry season (September to November).

Botswana
June through to September is the best time to go on safari in Botswana. There is little chance of rain and the weather is warm during the day. 
The wet season is from November to March although predominantly just February and March.
This period is a haven for all types of migrant birds and wonderful butterflies and flowers.

Namibia
The best time to visit is from May to September. This is Namibia's dry season (despite being mostly desert, there are still seasons in Namibia!) and animals congregate around the water holes making viewing easier.

Many birders come to Namibia, and the best time to visit is during the summer months from December to March, but be prepared for some very hot and humid weather.

NOTES

*Hwange - a note on the weather

Hwange lies on the edge of the Kalahari Desert, which means it is subject to great extremes in temperature. Between December and March/April, you’ll experience a hot, wet summer when temperatures range from 77 – 100 degrees Fahrenehit/25 – 38 degrees Celsius. 
However - June and July are the cool, dry winter months. Days are normally pleasant, sunny and warm (around the mid-70s) but at night temperatures can plummet to freezing. 

*Botswana – a note on the weather

Since Botswana is largely desert or semi-desert it receives very low levels of rainfall so the rainy season brings only sporadic downpours yet very high temperatures. During May to September, the nights can be chilly. 
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