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TIPPING / GRATUITIES
Tipping is an integral part of African life, and tips are expected for services that you might take for granted at home. However tipping is only recommended if you are satisfied with the service you have received and is entirely at your own discretion – it is not compulsory.

So that you do not spend your safari tipping or even worrying about tipping, most lodges and camps now suggest that you pay into a communal tipping box at the end of your stay, which they will distribute fairly among the staff. If in doubt, however, just ask your hosts. 

Below are some further guidelines. (These figures represent suggested minimum amounts - if you receive exceptional service, a greater tip is always appreciated!)

Camp, Lodge and Safari Guides

At the end of your stay at a private game lodge or camp, most guests will want to tip both the safari guide and the tracker. Plan to give within a range of US$15 – US$20 from the group per day to the guide in a shared vehicle and not much less to the tracker. 

The General Safari Camp/Lodge Staff
Recommend about US$5 - $15 per guest per day, depending on the size of the group. This would be put in the communal tipping box to be distributed equally amongst all the staff at a later stage.

Hotel Staff

Please allow between US$1 and US$2 per guest per day for hotel staff, i.e. housekeeping, etc.

Porterage

Recommend US$1 per person per movement.

Mekoro or Canoe Paddlers and Trackers

Recommend US$5 per guest per day.

All tips are normally given at the end of your stay. Envelopes for tips can normally be found either in your suite's stationery set or in the camp lounge. The general staff tip box can usually be found near the bar. Including a personal thank-you note for your ranger and tracker along with the tip is a wonderful way to thank them for the key contribution they make to your safari experience and is always deeply appreciated! 

